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A nostalgic love for German culture in Nakanoshima
By Melanie Wimmer

N E O fl 4
Despite the great distance, Japanese and German mentality is said to be quite similar. In the A B oHh E I
pre-war period Germany served as a model for Japan in terms of culture and technology and i) ;5-’] 7 1 @&
even though the focus shifted to the United States after the allied victory, a nostalgic ']f\ %\ g ,&‘ E/I *if
sentiment about the old days remained. Va4 N T
AET - R W
Today, there are various places in Osaka to get a feeling for German culture. One is Asahi gé Z T\ b,,% Z)( 7?)
Super Dry Umeda, the first beer hall in Japan, established in Nakanoshima in 1897. With a AL K& 5 b
clear mixture of both cultures and an elderly audience, one can almost touch the S /f gy = Y
sentimentality for the past. i ‘g 0/) ’% ;_]_ 35 B bk
[y s oL 5
Waitresses wear an imitation of the Dirndl, the traditional German dress worn to the annual ;% B T :t’ 05) 'EE é]/ £ ﬁ
beer festival Oktoberfest and other events. Confirming the stereotype, they serve German BN % l;g 7% l/: < % N ’ﬁ\ %
sausages with the famous Sauerkraut (sour cabbage) and German as well as Japanese beer. £ A a 57‘ L -2 o & W
The white sausage, a Bavarian delicacy, which should traditionally be eaten before noon as a % o1 "C‘ R M D H
savoury breakfast, can also be found on a mixed food platter. 5 013 l]i ; 1 é ﬁ ;ff_f); % [E5
5 L B 2 7
- ; > A S I e Sy s !
Throughout the live performance, the singer showed her talent by singing German songs 1 ¥ i 1-0 ﬁ A AN ~
with an unusually high-pitched voice. With a smile on their face and a big German beer jug > ':F g lj& 4(1)3 N % g )‘I’ 9
in their hand, Japanese visitors of the beer hall were standing up to the famous drinking @/ % ) ?:J 5 t} \i E‘

songs and sang along in joy. Some Japanese women even got to their feet and danced
together. This scene may look and feel like that of a popular sing-along coffee shop in Japan
in the 1950s and 1960s.

1

At the other end of the Nakanoshima district, a more classic and calm melody can be heard
and the interior design such as heavy, red curtains reminds one of even older days. Here, in
the oldest commercial building in Osaka, the first Dallmayr café and shop opened in July
2013. For Amadeus Corporation, Osaka is the perfect location for the German café, as it is
known for its delicious food culture. ‘Osaka is like Munich’ says the director Mrs Yoshiko

BARAIZRS — NN AN ST H AN ST
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Fujita. ‘Both cities are different than the rest of their country. Both are very proud of their Dy s % P 7%) Z

distinct culture, dialect and food. 2 DAL x o el §E‘ g F

YE oz E- D 5 T

Dallmayr, Europe’s biggest delicatessen store and a family business since 1700, wants to :fj E ':F 7/; % g 17 I:O S

promote Germany’s long history of traditional coffee culture with this café. Even in Japan, — 1k ;lﬂl‘. N = > E v 3<'C

the dishes are made according to original recipes by German butchers as well as a Japanese & /E )2 A 4 7 % 1k

pastry chef, who obtained his master in Germany. The café should become a meeting point é re » K % EH 1A 35‘:

for people to socially engage with each other and talk about culture as well as business. For T é\\ ? ]L % % 7/; t‘: {ﬁ

now, it attracts young and elderly Japanese business people as well as housewives, but soon W LR L X 2 R T
tourists and artists will discover it too, hopes Mrs Fujita. “; v % % 5 €S D ﬁ =
SRy
. R 5 Y >y b O § T
Just like the beer hall, at the heart of a cultural hotspot, close to Osaka’s festival hall and =B ndt B 2z wn
museums, it targets the ideal customers: Kulturliebhaber (literally: lovers of culture). F » X 25 A Z%
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